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and employment patterns, and the the development of hierarchical land use patterns over time (Friesz 2007; Reggiani and Nijkamp 2009) .
Re ections on the relationships between networks and commuting-and hence on the role of connectivity and spatial structures-certainly constitute a focal point of current research.
at is the conceptual background of this Special Issue. e six contributions in this issue have been selected with two ends in mind: rst, to provide new analytical insights into the modelling and analysis of (complex) transportation networks, as well as into the behavioural preferences of users; and second, to constitute a methodological platform from which to identify novel research directions.
e idea of this Special Issue originates from a Euro-NECTAR (Network for European Communication and Transport Activities Research) Conference, organized in Porto, Portugal, in May 2007. Within this framework, the editors wish to thank Álvaro Costa (University of Porto) and his staff for their great scienti c input and organizational support.
From the papers presented at that conference, we have extracted six particular contributions that aim to analyse and map out network and commuting models, as well as-where possible-the related relationships, in the light of the underlying spatial structures.
In this framework, we can link the six papers as illustrated in Figure 1 . ese two main issues are the focus of much current analytical and empirical research. us, we hope that this Special Issue can offer an overview of the recent methodological directions in commuting/transport networks, spatial choices, and their interactions with associated economic activities, in light of related policy implications.
NETWORKS & COMMUTING SPATIAL STRUCTURES
Several research questions remain open, in particular, how the dynamics of network structures affect commuting and the interaction of these economic activities, and, hence, the relevance of 'dynamic' data provision and analysis, together with appropriate statistical tests for the veri cation of the underlying spatial economic processes.
e editors are grateful to all the authors and referees for their valuable and careful collaboration, and also for providing new insights and re ections on the issues mentioned above.
